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Newsletter 15 – Summer 2012 
Supporting small businesses 

One of the many hurdles facing the communities as they strive to improve their standard of living is the access 
to affordable loans to kick start their small businesses. By providing affordable loans to the community the 
Livingstone Tanzania Trust is able to create an immediate and positive impact as individuals create wealth for 
themselves and their families. This level of self-determination is important to our work and vital for creating a 
sense of pride and optimism for the future. For example, back in December 2011, Elizabeth Afaaya was one of 
49 people who took out a loan from us of £65. She bought 10 baby goats which she looked after for 7 months 
before selling them. She more than doubled her money. She then repaid £45 of the loan, paid the school fees 
for her daughter AND bought 5 piglets. In December she plans to sell one piglet to clear her debt. After just 
one year this woman has gone from owning nothing to owning 4 piglets and a fantastic source of future 
income. We have brought development into the community but it is the community members who are doing 
the developing. We are delighted to be working with such fantastic people and wish them all the best of luck 
with their businesses. We hope their successes will inspire others to follow suit.  

 

 

 
Pipe irrigation in the new garden 

The Sinai School’s Development 
The last 12 months have been very exciting at the Sinai Primary School. The 
classroom that was built last year has had the adjacent store completed. The 
old store has been transformed into a fantastically vibrant and inspirational 
library which also doubles up as a morning classroom for students with special 
needs. They had previously been studying in the unfinished store room. The 
Livingstone Tanzania Trust was also responsible for bringing electricity to the 
school and connecting it to the headmaster’s and teacher’s offices and to a 
classroom. The electricity has allowed us to install an electric pump and we 
now have water piped to the new market garden where we are testing out 
some pipe irrigation. 6 laptops have been donated with software to learn 
typing and the English language. If the laptops prove to be successful more 
have been promised. Text books have also been donated with more to follow. 
One classroom was used as a cinema showing educational programs and the 
students loved the Sir David Attenborough nature programmes the best.   

A seating area in the new library 

Weather and crops 
It does not seem that long ago when we in the UK were all talking about how in a drought we can have flooding. Then came the wettest 
August for 100 years. The weather is playing games with us or are we playing games with the weather? Whatever the answer, the land around 
Babati has had next to no rains for over 10 months. This means that the crops have not grown; the same crops that 80% of the population rely 
on for their food and their income. The shortages have forced up the prices of what food there is, making it more expensive at a time when 
money is even more scarce. The feeding programme we run at Waangwaray and Sinai Schools has become a vital source of food for many 
families at a time when supporting the programme has become even more challenging. Never has the planting of drought resistant crops such 
as cassava been more vital.  

 
Maasai Boys paint their faces  

Census and progression 
This year was the Census in Tanzania. This is done by the teachers from the local schools so all the 
schools are closed for a month. This proved to be a problem for some but not all of the work we are 
doing, but some of the teachers and most of the kids came in to school to be with us and we are grateful 
to all those who did. 2012 is also the Maasai year of progression. This happens every 7 years and means 
that each generation moves up a band. Young boys become young warriors; young warriors become 
warriors and so on. For the young boys this is when they get circumcised without anaesthetic. Ouch!! If 
they cry with pain they are seen not to be brave and this might affect their ability to get a wife later in 
life. After circumcision they wear the black robes for 4-8 months.  

Portsmouth High School 
15 students and 2 teachers from Portsmouth High School came to Babati in July for 10 days with 2 team leaders from “Inspire Worldwide”. 
They worked tirelessly on a variety of projects including the library, a new food store and a new floor in classroom 7. They slept, cooked and 
lived at the school and experienced some of the challenges of rural life. Armed with a basic grasp of Swahili the girls explored Babati town and 
the Sawe Community where they visited the pig business and saw the impact that our micro-loans are having. We got some lovely feedback 
from Hattie, one of the students. “We all had a fantastic time and are so proud of what we achieved. It was an amazing experience; we were 
made to feel so welcome by all the people we met. I am sure that none of us will ever forget our time there and it will be something that we all 
look back on as being really special. I'm really impressed with the work LTT has been doing, especially the fish farm and the community pig 
project. It's really nice to see something that is successful and makes a difference to rural communities. It's really nice to see a charity working 
with people to help secure futures for both themselves and their children. Your charity has inspired me to want to go out in the future and 
volunteer.” After their hard work they went on a fantastic safari to see more of what Tanzania has to offer. 
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Managhat Primary School 
At the Managhat School we funded the digging of a new borehole resulting in the school having their own reliable source of water. This is a 
massive step forward. With the local community funding the installation of electricity at the school, we were able to install an electric pump 
and a 1000 litre storage tank. This, combined with some renovation work on the Head Teachers house, has allowed us to bring volunteers to 
live at the school. The 7 volunteers from “Quest Overseas” started a small market garden where they planted 5 banana trees and some 
mchicha. The classroom, where we put in a new floor last year, was completed by the volunteers who plastered and painted it and left an 
amazing mural depicting the cycle and importance of water. The volunteers also built two fuel efficient kitchens, gave a face lift to the exterior 
of a few other classrooms and installed a series of tyres in the playground that can be used for outside classroom activities. Their last day was 
spent with the Maasai where they witnessed a circumcision ritual (from a distance!) before going on a magical and well deserved safari.   

 

Water is a welcome addition to the school 
 

Our work is far from finished 
 

The circle of life - water 
 

The Girl Guides of Babati 
The girls from the Portsmouth High School spent the one afternoon working with the Girl Guides as they 
jointly prepared potting bags for over 2200 trees. This will form the beginning of the Girl Guides tree 
planting program which will be run from the Waangwaray School. After lunch we held an open and 
interesting discussion on gender inequality in both Tanzania and the UK.  A group of guides from a 
different school met with the Quest volunteers and discussed aspirations and we were all very taken with 
Joyce who wanted to become a civic rights worker specialising in children and women’s rights. She feels it 
very important that people at the grassroots level know their rights.  

We are looking for people who can help support this phenomenal group of Guides. 
 

 
Preparing soil bags ready for the seeds 

Fuel Efficient Stoves 
In our bid to reduce the noticeable rate of deforestation, we have trained a second community to make and sell fuel 
efficient stoves and within the first 3 months they had already sold 18. What was more exciting was that they took the 
design and changed it to make it easier to manufacture and now it take only 2 not 3 people to make one. LTT ask the 
new owners to pay just a third of the cost price and our subsidy covers the remaining costs. The new design means 
that our contribution is shared between just 2 people and this means they each receive a greater income, which in 
turn increases their motivation to build more.    
Jason, our project manager, has also redesigned our tractor stoves. The smoke and excess heat now pass through a 
water container before going out of the chimney. The water is heated up and can then be piped into a water storage 
tank, accessible from outside the kitchen. This water tank then has purified water at no additional cost, which can be 
drunk by the children or used for tea or washing up. Hugely simple. We have built one at the Managhat School and 2 
at the Frederick Sumaye School; where the savings per year are due to exceed £1500 which can be spent on other 
school priorities. We want to build stoves like this at every school in Babati to help them save money  

 

 
New Tractor Stove 

 

 

Leo Prisca 
As the Chairperson of the pig business, Leo Prisca is a local leader in the community. She has gently nurtured 
the group of women to succeed where many thought they would fail. 3 of the pigs have had their second 
litters, and there are 24 surviving piglets (one named Simon). With her house being a hub of activity and her 
desire to establish herself and some other women as event caterers, she accepted one of our loans and 
bought 6 piglets which she fattened up and sold. She then approached FIDE (Friends in Development), a 
local Tanzanian run NGO who specialise in biogas projects. They agreed to work with her and build a biogas 
system in her garden. The manure from the pigs and other livestock will then be used to create methane gas 
for cooking. This is about as environmentally friendly as you can get. Once the manure is finished with it can 
be spread on the fields as usual as slurry. We have a real feeling here that we have helped light a fuse in the 
community and we have no idea where it will go. It is so exciting for us to see a group of people motivated 
to change their lives for the better and to know that we, you, started it. I say it often, but without the help 
of our donors none of this would ever have happened, so we thank you. 

We would very much like to thank the team from Portsmouth High School, the volunteers from Quest Overseas, our friends at Water Power 
Peace, all the grant making bodies and donors whose kindness and generosity have helped us achieve all this. We would also like to thank 
our two Interns Sophie and Alix who have sadly left us after 12 months of hard work. 
 


