
  
 
 
 

www.livingstonetanzaniatrust.com 
info@livingstonetanzaniatrust.com Registered Charity No 1119512 

1 

Registered Charity Number 1119512 

Progress from Babati 
 

Newsletter 22 – August 2015 
 

 Livingstone Tanzania Trust 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl Guide Leadership learning Entrepreneurial skills through Citrus Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Help Is 

Making A Huge 

Difference… 

Thank You! 
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Girls are doing it for themselves 
 

The Livingstone Tanzania Trust is eager that young people, especially girls learn entrepreneurial skills. With help from UK 
registered ‘Citrus Saturday’ the Manyara Girl Guides have started this process through the simple business model of selling 
lemonade and other juices. But before they start to sell they, rightly so, must get a licence to ensure they maintain proper 
Health and Safety standards. Their application is in place and fingers crossed it will be granted soon so the girls can start 
selling. In addition the Guides are also investigating setting up a Rabbit farm. While rabbits are not widely eaten there is a 
company in Arusha that would guarantee a market which makes it a very interesting idea. Watch this space…  

Recent research suggests that the first 100 days of a person’s life are a uniquely important time that can heavily influence 
how that person develops, grows and learns for the rest of their life. This is the time when a good diet can positively 
influence a person later in life while a poor diet can negatively influence a person’s future.  The first 1000 days is from 
conception to 2nd birthday. With this being the case it is vital that girls of child bearing age gain thing not only the 
knowledge of diet, and nutrition but also have to grow and cook the food that can provide them with the nourishment they 
need. LTT is designing a workshop to train the Guide Leaders to be able to train girls every year. 
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Can a student excel in the science if they 

cannot speak English? Sadly not. 

 

Teachers at Waangwaray play with the 

new maths tablets. All are seeing the 

potential that this could bring. 

 

Lunch time at Waangwaray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The debate continues in Government about the merits of teaching all further 
education, from secondary school onwards, in English or Swahili, but for now English 
remains the medium of instruction and examination. All students, whether they are to 
be mathematicians, scientists, historians or business leaders must be able to speak and 
write English to a high standard in order to pass their exams. Their success is reliant on 
their primary school teachers’ ability to speak and teach English. However the majority 
of primary school teachers have an insufficient command of English, they have a poor 
understanding of grammar and vocabulary and trouble with pronunciation. Teachers 
with insufficient subject knowledge have very little, if any, confidence. Without subject 
knowledge effective teaching and learning cannot take place. The teachers need help 
to improve their skills but this is not being provided by their employers, the 
Government.   

LTT has designed a 20 week course that we have now piloted at the Hangoni Primary 
School with positive feedback from the teachers not only about what they have learnt 
but also about how they have learnt to apply it. With their feedback we made suitable 
tweaks to improve the course and have now lunched the 2nd pilot at the Sinai School.  

 

 

When teachers are anxious about teaching Maths, their anxiety transfers to their 
students which results in shockingly poor exam results not just in Babati but across 
Tanzania. The Town Director asked LTT for help and after much research we found the 
best way was through the use of Apps on hand held Tablets. Using Tesco’s ‘Hudl’ 
tablets loaded with assorted trial Maths Apps, including the ones from OneBillion.org 
and Doodle Maths we introduced the concept to some very excited teachers across 3 
primary schools and 2 secondary schools. We trained selected teachers and have 
asked for feedback from them regards its suitability. I have never seen the teachers so 
excited before.  

 

 

For the past 4 years LTT have been gradually reducing the subsidy for school meals at 
Waangwaray and Sinai primary schools, slowly returning the emphasis for school meal 
provision back to the parents. With concerns that full withdrawal may result in a 
collapse of the meal programme we consulted the teachers we agreed to lend both 
schools Tsh10 million each. The school loans this money to the teachers to support 
their private businesses. The teachers agreed to pay 40% interest where 30% is 
directed to the school meal programme and 10% guards against inflation. The teachers 
are now funding 25% of the school meal programme and LTT has been able to exit 
fully from the programme.  

 

Community loans to Waangwaray are going well and are on target to repay in the 
coming months. Sawe had some repayment problems and we refused to offer them 
new loans until they themselves addressed the problems. Eventually this has been 
done and new, tighter controls placed on those applying to the group for loans. Both 
groups are fully up to date with the saving scheme and want to make contributions 

 .  

 

 

 

Maths Training 

School meals 

English Language 

Loans  
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We are delighted to be able to tell you that we have 95% completed the renovation of 
one of the two classrooms at the Maisaka School. These classrooms have stood partially 
finished for 5 years after a politician’s promise. All that is left is the cloth ceiling and the 
sign painter. We still have one more classroom to complete so that the school can make 
use of them at last. £6,000 to go.  

Thank you to the Southend High School for Boys who came out to help us for a few days 
in July. Together we were able to add a floor to the multipurpose room at Managhat. 
This will allow the students to have somewhere to eat their meals free from dust/rain. 
In October 2016 we hope to have another team of volunteers come out and complete 
the project by adding the doors, windows and plaster and painting walls.  

Work has also started the new school of Malangi. Permission has been granted to 
demolish the unsafe classrooms and the bricks will be reused to build a wall around the 
teachers’ houses. The teachers’ houses have been completed and the toilets and 
showers are under way. Their completion allows the team from St Dunstan’s College to 
come out and help build one of the two new classrooms and large teachers’ office that 
the community are contributing to.  

We have agreed to help the Sinai Primary School where a new toilet for the 
kindergarten students had been built. We will tile and paint it so that it can be kept 
clean and hygienic. This is budgeted to cost £200. 

We have reviewed the water security plans at Managhat after the World Bank Water 
Project failed to provide a single drip of water to the school. We concluded that as we 
now have 4 cows dependant on water that we need to dig a bore and make sure that 
the school’s income generation project and biogas projects have a reliable and 
sustainable water supply. This is budgeted to cost £8,800 and is the final part of the 
schools development plans which enable LTT to start our exit strategy. In addition our 
rainwater harvesting tank needs some urgent repairs to ensure the 80,000 litre capacity 
remains strong. This is going cost £700.  

The World Bank Water Project in Malangi has not yet failed and we are hopeful that 
they can provide water by the end of the year. Their failure means we may have to drill 
a borehole costing £20,000. This would be a very deep well. 

For all of these projects we are writing to grant making bodies in the hope at they will 
support us. If you know of any such bodies we would love to hear from you. 

 
The biogas project is running well and the students are eating food cooked from 
sustainable energy! The bio-slurry is being directed to the banana trees that the 
volunteers from Southend High School for Boys planted. When the rains arrive the rest 
of the garden will start to turn a lush green and provide better food for the cows and by 
so doing increase their milk yields and improves the school garden’s profitability. 

The Head Teacher at Waangwaray, who has experience in chicken farming, has applied 
to us to establish a 200 strong chicken farm that can provide the school with its own 
income. It is so exciting to see our schools looking for opportunities for self-reliance 
where other schools in the district sit idly by waiting for Government help.  

 

f 

 

New Classroom at Maisaka 

 

From this to this 

 

 

Two in One Teachers House at 

Malangi 

 

Classrooms under construction at 

Malangi 

 

Biogas now in use 

 

 

 

 

 

 Construction Progress 

The Path to Self-Sustaining Schools 
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Catherine is doing very well with her studies in Dar Es Salaam and we continue to be 
very proud of her. Teresia and Isabella both passed their O levels and have been 
accepted to do their A level s one t Kilimanjaro and one in Mwansa. We are thrilled to 
be able to continue supporting their education. Malaki is now in year 3 and doing 
well. Phillipo continues to be top of his school and Cheeky John has been receiving 
help before his year 7 exams knowing if he does well we will support him. Martina, 
who was due to start University in July, was called to do 3 months Military Service, so 
will start University after that. We now have 4 new students studying at Bacho 
Agricultural Institute; they are studying Livestock Management and Agriculture for 
Livestock. This 2 year course will give them the skills and knowledge to comeback and 
work within their communities. We are still looking for sponsors for them!!  

 

The farmer training project in Managhat has 50 more participants and they are being 
trained by the 25 farmers LTT trained. We have helped establish a new 
demonstration garden to assist them. 

We have also started to train 3 urban householders how to establish edible gardens 
like the one we have established at our office. This is a very exciting project. 

 

 

The poor rains this year have had a terrible impact of the communities where we 
work. Maize harvests are 90% down. This means that families did not grow enough for 
the family’s needs and certainly not enough to generate an income. Waangwaray and 
Sinai communities have help from the school meals loan programme but the 
Managhat community where we are teaching diversity to deal with exactly this type 
of problem, have no help at all and hunger will be the daily norm. 

As a development charity our main focus has to be on helping people improve their 
tomorrows, but sometimes we want to help in the NOW. None of us want to sit by 
and watch the children go hungry each day, a hunger that will lead to absenteeism, 
falling behind at school and hinder their whole future.  The school are asking for just 
£0.06 a day to feed a child, but with 350 kids this adds up. With your help we can buy 
some maize and ensure that that at least the children are getting something to eat 
each day. £12 can feed a child for a year.  

Please go to our website www.livingstonetanzaniatrust.com to see how to donate on 
line 
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APPEAL 

Sponsored Students and the Helping-Hand Fund 

Farmer Training 

As a micro-charity, the financial help of our supporters is the only thing that allows us to do the 
work we do, so THANK YOU 

 

Catherine is now on year 2 of her 

social work course. 

 

Livestock Farming Trainees 

 

Community meeting 

 

Edible gardens 
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