
 

Livingstone Tanzania Trust 
www.livingstonetanzaniatrust.com 
Charity Registration No 1119512 

 

Newsletter 10 – SUMMER 2010 
 

Number One Farm in Babati District 
LTT have been awarded the title of “Best Farm in Babati District 
2010”. Obviously we are delighted with this accolade as it 
recognises the hard work that the whole team have put into 
turning this barren landscape into a successful school farm. The 
farm demonstrates to the wider community different ways of 
farming that can help them grow their way out of poverty. To be 
recognised as the best farm in the District is a great achievement 
in such a short time. The communities have built over 25 fish 
ponds, this means the message of self-help as a path to poverty 
alleviation is being followed.  

Having seen what Marcel was doing on his farm in Bacho Village; we invited him to Waangwaray and asked him if he could turn our land into a 
farm like his on a bigger scale. He said he would try and became our farm manager. With the wages we paid him he has been able to improve 
his home and send his children to secondary school. One daughter wants to the first ever lawyer from the village and she is bright enough to 
achieve this. Marcel’s hard work is not only improving his life and the life of his family but also the lives of hundreds of people in the Babati 
community. This is what the Livingstone Tanzania Trust is achieving with your support, so a huge THANK YOU. 
 

101 Kindergarten children 
Hafisa Mpore, our lovely kindergarten teacher, now has 101 little people to look after each day but 
only 40 of them pay the school fees of £1 a month. She is not allowed to refuse “non-payers” 
entry. But thanks to a sponsorship deal we are now able keep the kindergarten operating. It is 
amazing to see Hafisa control the attention of 101 kids all at once. When Volunteer Fiona and I 
tried, it was mayhem!! We are grateful for all the donated toys and early learning materials that 
we have delivered to the young people. If we can get them learning English and Maths at 
Kindergarten then they will embrace it that much faster at Primary school.  
 

Learning centre 
The Waangwaray Primary School is the first primary school in 
the Manyara Region to have a library. During the summer we 
transformed a small classroom into a bright and exciting learning 
centre, with visual aids, text and reference books, and reading 
books in both English and Swahili. The small tables, chairs and 
stools are a break from the drab desks and the students love to 
come here and read on their own. We have also started our 
English Reading Competition where improvement is rewarded 
with pens and the best readers will go on safari.   

This is a pilot programme that we want to expand to the 5 other schools that are attending the Friday afternoon “Teach the Teacher” English 
lessons. This programme is doing very well and the teachers have requested books for home study. We need to raise £300 to cover this cost. 
 Sinai Pig Project 

In February two community groups in Sinai approached 
us asking for help to alleviate their poverty. Their 5 year 
plan is for each member of the group to have their own 
income generation scheme and they know that by 
working together they are more likely to achieve this 
dream than by working alone. They asked us for a loan 
to establish a pig farming business. We agreed to loan 
them 10 piglets on condition they paid us back 11 piglets 
in 18 months time; attend a one day pig husbandry 
course run by the local vet; and build a pigsty.  

6 months on and the pigs are well fed and healthy. The community take it in turns to look after them and they use the manure on their small 
yet profitable market garden which they copied after a visit to our farm. What is most surprising is that the Muslims in the community group 
are joining in. They are not permitted to touch the pigs, but they are working the farm and generating food for the pigs. The group’s hard work 
has been noticed by the Town Council who have donated 80% of the cost of an incubator to help them start a chicken project. LTT will be 
covering the cost of the associated training to ensure they make full use of it. 
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Saving the Forest 
3 years after installing a temporary stove in the kitchen at 
Waangwaray it was time to build a new kitchen. With the 
help of some volunteers we built a kitchen with 3 
industrial sized fuel efficient stoves which will be 
connected to a water tank to provide hot water for hand 
washing. The stoves reduce the quantity of firewood burnt 
by over 60%.  

 

  

Similarly we worked with the Waangwaray Women’s groups to redesign their domestic fuel 
efficient stoves. The amount of cement being used made it expensive and heavy. The new design 
goes some way to tackle both issues. To make the stoves the pot is put into the mould and 
surrounded by chicken wire and cement. A hole is made in the pot for the firewood to enter and 
a hole is made for the smoke to escape. A stove was given to a lady who fries chips each day at 
the bus stop and she tells us that the wood that costs her £0.50 and lasts 2 days now lasts over 
10 days and cooks much faster than the open fire she was using, so her business is much more 
profitable. She forms part of the marketing campaign!! 

The Electric Free Fridge 
The success of the domestic fridge pots started us thinking that we need to scale up this concept so that 
we could keep the tomatoes from the farm fresh for longer and so increase the farm’s profitability. The 
concept is simple as you can see in the photo. The gap between the walls is filled with sand which is kept 
wet by drip irrigation. As the sun evaporates the water a heat exchange process takes place and the 
middle gets cold. We need now to test this pilot design and if it works it can be copied in the community 
and can improve the profitability of the stallholders in the markets. 

 

Pasteurisation, filtration and rainwater harvesting 
The students at Kwaang Secondary School get their drinking water from puddles which they 
share with goats and cattle. It frequently makes them ill, but with little choice they carry on. 
To demonstrate how they can clean their water we built a solar pasteurisation roof. 8 hours 
in the sunshine is all that is needed to kill many of the diseases. It also demonstrates how 
easy it is to collect rainwater off the roof. A charcoal, sand, stone and cloth filter tank (far 
right) can also help clean the water. Because the school will soon be offering boarding 
facilities we need to build a borehole, estimated cost £8,000. 
 

Sinai Primary School 
The oldest classroom at this school was built with a thatched roof. When a new 
roof was put on no structural adjustments were made. The additional weight 
caused large cracks in the walls. The overhang on roof was too short causing the 
rain to fall too close to the building eroding the foundations and soon the building 
was unsafe. Despite this the kindergarten students attended class each day. We 
have now rebuilt the classroom’s foundations, walls (including 2 support lintels) 
and roof. The classroom is now safe. We still need to raise funds for the floor, 
plastering, painting, a door and windows. Estimated budget £4000 

 

Holistic Farming 
We have at last built a chicken coop over the fish pond. The droppings enrich the water which is then be used to 
irrigate crops, vastly increasing their yield. As for all things we need to demonstrate to the community how this 
can be achieved before they will copy our lead, so we are grateful to the volunteers who came and helped design 
and built it. This holistic approach to farming is a vital link if the communities are to farm their way out of poverty.  
 

     
We would like to say a big THANK YOU to all those who volunteered and visited us this summer. Without their valuable, brave and generous 
contributions little of the above would have been possible. Special thanks go to Wema Whittle whose hard work, laughter and friendship over 
her 8 weeks was a blessing.  
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