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Newsletter 6 – Spring 2009 
HAPPY EASTER 

Spring is the time when the seeds that have been sown start to grow and 
thanks to you we are starting to see the impact of our work.  
At the Waangwaray Primary School 100% of the students who sat their 
final year 7 exams passed. This has never happened before and even 
prompted a visit from the Regional Commissioner who wanted to find out 
what is going on. He brought head teachers from other schools to see what 
we are doing. An improved educational environment has encouraged the 
pupils to work harder. The message went out loud and clear to the 
surrounding schools. “If you want to be smart, you gotta smarten up.” 

 

 

That was not the only message taken away that day. Our kitchen stove 
is energy efficient, provides a healthier working environment and 
reduces the speed of deforestation. Our tree planting initiative means 
that we are replacing those we cut down. The stove has also been 
redesigned for domestic use and a back boiler installed. With your 
help we can start to train the locals to make their own ovens and 
reduce their daily outgoings. The back boiler generates clean water 
and reduces the chance of falling sick from water borne diseases.  

Simple technology making a huge difference. 

COME AND VISIT US 
Why not come out and join us in our work. For 3 weeks in August we can work 
together to build goat sheds, fish ponds and work on the farm, and complete 
some of the jobs that need doing.  This is a fantastic opportunity to experience a 
different type of summer holiday, one that is totally rewarding. We can combine 
it with some cultural outings and a safari at the end. We will teach you a little 
Swahili and you can experience an African trip of a lifetime. You don’t need 
experience to milk a goat, just warm hands! You don’t need to be a carpenter to 
make a goat house, just be prepared to get stuck in and know that what you are 
doing is helping the community.  

 

WATER, WATER 
EVERYWHERE BUT NOT 

A DROP TO DRINK. 
The majority of the subsistence farmers 
in Tanzania are totally dependent on 
rainfall and when this fails they struggle 
to feed their families.  
Harvesting the rain has to be the way 
forwards.  We are working with simple 
rainwater harvesting designs that can 
hold enough water to keep a family 
going for several months. It can then be 
used to help irrigate small patches of 
land which can be used by families as a 
mini market garden and generate extra 
revenue or provide nutritious food for 
the children.  With your help we can 
train the local community how to make 
these water butts, which will provide a 
very real solution in the fight against 
extreme poverty. 

FARM WATER PROJECT 
 
We have conducted a water survey 
on the farm and have identified that 
water flows 80m below us. With your 
help we can dig a bore hole and 
install a pump. Once we have water 
for the school farm we can start to 
generate additional crops and speed 
up the process of self sufficiency.  
 
We have to date raised £2600 of the 
£10,000 target and we really need 
your help. This now is our equal top 
priority. Can your employers help to 
sponsor much a vitally important 
project?  
 

PLEASE HELP!!!! 

Autograph collection and auction 
Please help us gather autographs and memorabilia for a charity auction to help us raise funds for the water project for 
the Waangwaray School Farm. The Water project will help us improve the farm output and speed up the sustainability of 
this project. It is a vital part of the model and we are eager to progress with it as soon as we can gather the funds.  
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In November 08 Karen and John Mason, two scientists from New York State 
met with us in Babati regarding a possible water project at the Sinai School. 
They have modified the traditional roundabout play pump so that it generates 
electricity as well as pumping water. The nearest water to the school over 1km 
away, but a school survey suggests that water lies just 70m under the ground. 
With a borehole and a play pump the life of this school can be transformed. 
In Summer 09 Karen and John are returning with a big team of engineers, 
teachers and volunteers to turn this failing school around. It is a long term 
commitment based on the model that we are developing at Waangwaray. 
Karen and John have twinned the school with their son’s Montessori school in 
NYS and we look forward to seeing great things happen there.  
We are delighted to announce that Reverend Jasson Kahembe has joined the Trust. We want the Trust to be as locally 
focused as possible. The “Rev” has lots of community development and educational experience and has already started to 
make an impact and enhance our existing projects. Being on the ground full time allows us to work much more closely 
with the community and to help identify more of their real problems that we can help resolve through education. 

Chickens and Poverty Alleviation 
Juma is 10 years old and he wants to join the Chicken program. It is going to 
cost £2.50 a month for him to go on the class. For that he gets taught what 
sort of feed he needs to feed the chicken. He is taught the importance of 
chicken hygiene. He is taught how to make a coop for them to live in and what 
to do with the manure. He is taught how to spot chicken diseases and what to 
do next. He is taught basic accountancy and entrepreneurial skills.  At the end 
of the course he is given two chickens. He is not allowed to sell them. He is not 
allowed to eat them. He can sell the eggs or he enlarges his flock and then has 
more chickens and makes more money off their eggs. What he does with the 
income is totally up to him. Buy books for school? Buy new shoes for school.  
If you sponsor Juma, you are sponsoring his future and helping him escape 
from poverty. All for less than a coffee month. 

 

GAP year volunteering 
We were delighted to have a team of 10 GAP year volunteers from Quest 
Overseas for 6 weeks during January/February 09. They lived at the 
school for whole time and worked tirelessly. Each morning before 
breakfast two would help milk the goats and cows before going down to 
build a much needed new classroom for the school. The guys and gals 
learnt brick laying, roof making, cement making, and once the roof was 
on, plastered and painted the inside and “sand-dashed” the outside until 
they had completed the whole place. Then the Regional Commissioner 
officially handed over to the community. That was not all though 
because the guys also built a fish pond, planted 2 acres of maize and 
pigeon peas and repaired the livestock pens. They were a fantastic team 
and we are very grateful to them for all their work. Thank you guys! 

   

 
 

THANK YOU 


